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NEAR EAST/AFRICA WWITELLIGENCGE SUNMARY
FUKLEY

Soviets eye the Stralts agadl! The USSR, after a relatively
iong official silence, has ouce agalr precipitated a verbal
clash with Turkey over the s-atus of the Straits, this time
through an article in Red Fliet, organ of the Soviet Navy.

The current debate follows Femiliar Lines. The Red Fleel
article advanced the old Sovist thesis that the statutes
governing the Turklsh Strait: should be revised (i.e., in
Favor of the Black Sza “oweif ). The Turkish reply, delivered
appropriately through the scii.officisl Ankare daily, Ulus,
reaffirmed the Turkish visw Lbhat revision of the Montreux
Convention of 19%. should ornly be undertaken l1n accordance with
the terms of tlat agreemenl. Whatever the Soviets may have
had in mind =Zien they revivid the explosive Straits issue,
there is pr Yyeason to suppote yhet the Turks cen be shifted
from thesr inflexible resol’e to OPROSE the sort of control
which ‘ne Soviets seek to lipose. The Turkish Government will,
op € contrary, meintsein the pesition on revision which 1t

o*. lclally announced in 194, namely: that Turkey 1is perfectly
willing to participate in an internaiional revislonary conference
(to include the US, not a signatory of the 193¢ Convention),
but will not even enter into any discussions which indicate
the possibility of such sacririce of Turkish sovereignty &as

the reilterated Soviet demands clearl} imply.

ARSB STATES

Anci-US feeling: The current recrudcscence of antl-American
feeling in the Arab states stems fron the widespread Arab
pelief that the US is rearming Israel and bringing pressure
on the Arabs to make peace with the Israelis. This animosity
indicates once again the extrems sensitivity of the Arabs

on the question of & Palestine settlement and thelr obstinacy
in the face of UN, US, and UK attempts 1o encourage peace
negotistions, Although responsible Arab officials may deplore
such chauvinism, they dare not go couniter to it. The Syrisn
Government has unofficially tried to play down the public
statement of Minister of National Economy Dawalibi that the
Arsbs would rather seek Soviet 2uppori than submit to US
pressure;, but the government has not publicly dissociated
itself from the statement. The Syrian press reaction was
generally sympathetic %o Dewalibi's point of view, while the
Loslem Brotherhood papers, which have previously suggested a
Soviet alliance, fully endorsed it. The bombing of the
American Legations in Beirut and Damascus laest week was almost
certainly designed by Arab extrenmists to give point to the
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weral feeling woLoh LBWeLILL » 8 LRCTHERL Hed 8roused.
nwiiiie in Cairo, ﬁﬁilvg#%. .“ru ‘nst intluentisl and least
iallummatory oL Arelb ;M;ﬁ;»apa.pr;w,, tgorously aut&,cked the
i) tor its ofiriciai "h’:.le cacel support of Isramel’ at a
time when ithe atiituwde of the wyprlian public and press
soward the U had veen sensitized ny the derscgatory article

about King Fasrcuk ia uile.

Although the lawallb. Giiwac ,;j:" :‘i‘*'u*;; aij.gnmem‘t witihh the
’r‘iiR is probably & exi. "buu..:».; uwt o, 1%, as well as the
rohicr recent sigmw of sati-lD fael Lngg indicates &t leasli a
2BRO0I8 0y rwlval aof Arab bitiernecss and exaspersilion toward
h.;z policy Wnﬁxck non oidy seslously *'faduces US prest’ze but elso
sreaies conditicons reaclly sx.flan al:ie by the Cormimu:ists.
r will aﬂomp.ii cate Ll’m WOPK S0 initec Noetions Rellel and
uovm ngz;«nc;y Jup uwwtu Goagduyg et lemst in Syria, vwhen

operebions bDeglin G L v::.‘\

e

7ok
femen in the wopdd | ’Ouaﬁ Lo peswln ngﬂhmﬁd)} visit or Ul
Ambassador Lhilde Lo iz, ,}' : fiaq” oi’flo:lal B wvisit to

Yemen since ihe acuess.ion ol Imam Abhmed in 1948, disclosed f
a2 notable waskeniny of the arprehensivensss with which Yemen !
has hitherto eyec Liie preapact of closer contacts with the ;
outside worid. Yas Imem forrelly requested Polint Four aia I‘

for an overall development nrogrern, which he hopes to {inance
by obtaining & U5 loan; the progrzm would include techrnical
studies py American eaperts ia such fields as medicine, egricul
ture and geclogy, cuhe modernization cof the pori of Hodelda

anhd the Hodelde-opus road, and the establishment of an
Aasrloan-Yemeni joind, stock nompeny to underitake the elsctyifil-
~ation of Bana apd Lagirove tae cmpitalts weter supply. heen-
while, the xrmar, zivacugh 5 remeins non-comuittal regerdir
the "establishment ol & U3 Lesation in Yemen, has intlpated

o desire to establisi some form of diplomatic representation
in the US.

Vepen’'s SL0%W Witidrmwsd o fvil Lo wlire-130a8ulondsy
policy it has 'i:I’nu.Lu.LLm‘.LlV foilowed, particulariy in relacicn
Lo the non-Arab nmi ig undoubsn erﬂ: being hastened by the
izam's recognlibiva of the neterial "ewards which a,aopt.mm SEA -}
more hogpitable wviicude Lo ds f"r'mei;;n enterprise has
brought to neigbborim; states of tae Arablan Peninsula. Ay
program undertaken m] tme U io }e kingdom, hovever, wouldd
necessarily be saow, L L0 Ihoensvbi Ml whether the schemes
envisaged Cie fouwndl gov o yould find eltlier easy or
early rruiiicn. The Iaes's nic Zopr U3 sssistangs cannot outb
nely increase wno vonserdr weook some Britishers fzel over

~

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01090A000100060016-8



25X6A

Approved For Ralease 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-04890A000100060016-8

LY

orowing US influence in the Aravian reninsule, while other
Arab states would perhaps preter that Yemen did not extend

o Triendly welcone at this time to & country they regerd as
pre-Zionist. Yemen, however, is a sovereign state relatively
isolated from the more vociferous irab world and Little
affected by public opinion, Arab or otherwiss, and thus
»egpains in & position to choose its own I'riends,

AR

Soviets blame US fur lran's troubles: Soviet propagandists
have recently laid part:cular siress on anti-US themes in
tneir broadcasts tc¢ Lran. V¥hile Soviet broadcasts have
soptinued to attacl the Pehlievi regime and have severely
attacked the present Mansur Leoninet, they have mainly taken
i1he Line that the US pulls the strings and is thus really

o blame for Irvan's current economic and political instabiliuy.

T support of this theme, the 3ovizts continue to charge

that the U8 is attempting to dsvelop iran into an anti-Soviet
wilitary base, to eliminate the UK's influence, and Lo pene-
trate the country economicalliy through such devices as taoe
Seven-Year Development Progrem.

The USSR's current anti-us propaganda drive comes ai &
more auspicious time iPor the Soviets than have previous
erforts. Sorely beset with e jor sconomic difficulties and
apparently unable to rescue themselives because of financial

and politleal weakues:, tie lranians have begun to express

erave concern over nilgped US fellure to render timely and
substantial assistanc2; two ileading figures, Chief of Starlf
Hazmmra and Director of the Penk belli Ebtehnj, have even
salked of a decline in US influence, wWhile the mere export
of words will not sufif'lce tO crew iran toward the USSR, the
present Soviet propugande line may have some eftect on Us
opestige. Until conditzons in iran are ilmproved, efiorts to
combaet Soviet propapgandes ol this type will be exceedingly
gifricult.,

WA

Unfriendliness towsrd tne US: .indian Iriendship I'or the US,

whicn developed marxedly ouring L9486 and early 1949, appears
o be giving way to disilke ard resentment. This change in
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NOTED IN BRIER

Ilia Xsissrovieh Tavadze will repilace Minister Daniel Solod
as soviet Minister to Syrla and Lebanon. Solod, first Soviet
Minister to0 the post, has §erved since LoMl. Tavedze served
88 Firat Secretary to Paris from 1047 4o 1949, and is repot't-ed
o mve Leen connected with the MYD. )
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Wop the ripst time sipcs vue U uuel Papriy resurgsnce vogwd

et Tall; "itanian aUcdoTities réﬁG?f“fﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁmﬁrﬁﬁtvully
appreiended some,cell Lcauslv. Wiille the seizure of a rew loCal
iepders is unlikely to nave & Lelling effect on the pariy,
shose arrests,mde 1L tne me jor industrial centers of

Tahran and Abadan, indicate shat tiis policy, whose afforts
have heretofore neited oniy the errand bLoys, are nov beginning
tc penetrate the organization propsr. Since the Tudehn

Party’s underground celiuiar organization provides & high
degree of security agelinst whciesale rupture of 1ts sctivity,
iranian pclice still face & formidavle task. Nevertheless,
the revelation that Tudeh‘s barriers are not impregnable must
pe regarded as promising.
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subficTentily combrenensive O assurc & o erial eascnent of
fndian and Pakistanl sconomie difficulties. The agrecment
providcs only for Lie exclange of certain essential commodities
such as jute producits, steel, cotion textiles, and mustard
oil in return Ior GUU,C00 balss of Pakistanl jute; the mjor
nroblems alfecting the two counnries through the cessation

of trade in Pakistani wneat and cotton and in Indisn coal
penain untouched. The principai result of the agresment

will be its salutary eifect oa the Bengal situation through
Lhe supply or enough jule L0 XeSp the Calcutta mills in
operation for the next six monbhs. The GOI's reported
unwillingness to broaden Lite scope of the agreement indicates
that India is by no mesns yei prepared to undertake & genernl
yettlement of its dirficulties wiun Pakistan.

Thas reocently @ngggggggmigggr$uﬁistani irade agreement 1s not
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